
Beaumont Writing Progression of Skills and Overview of Writing Genres 

Writing for a purpose 

 
                  Year One 

Autumn 1 Writing to entertain -  

 Write a setting 

description from the 

story “The Gruffalo”  
 Re-tell the story “We’re 

going on a bear hunt” 

 Listen to and respond to poetry about the 

seasons and write a poem based on the 

season – Autumn.  

Writing to inform –  

 Write a recount from our 

‘bear hunt’ (Outdoor day) 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 Writing to entertain –  

 Write a short story 

based on “Dogger” 

from Dogger’s point of 

view.  

 Write descriptions 

based on toys from 

around the world. 

 Listen to and respond to well-known rhyme 

Incey Wincey Spider/ There was a Crooked 

Man/ Hey Diddle Diddle 

Writing to inform –  

 Writing a set of instructions 

based on how to make a 

moving toy (DT/Science 

link).  

 

 

Spring 1 Writing to entertain -  

 Write a character 

description based on 

“A villain” 

 Write your own story 

using features of a 

fairy-tale. (Rapunzel) 

 Write a shape poem  

Writing to inform -  

 Instructions:  How to invade 

a castle. 

 Recount: Write a recount of 

our visit to castle. 

 

Spring 2 Writing to entertain -  

 Write and compare 

setting descriptions of a 

city/town and a 

countryside.  

 Listen to riddles and respond to them. 

Writing to inform –  

 Write a letter to the Queen 

about where we live and ask 

questions about London. 

 

 

Summer 1 Writing to entertain –  

 Write a short story based 

on “Bear feels sick” 

 Write an acrostic poem 

about Helping Hands 

 Write descriptive sentences about people 

who help us – nurses and doctors.  

Writing to inform –  

      Write a thank you letter to an NHS 

worker.  

      Write recount about how 

Florence or Mary              

      Seacole helped people. 

 

Summer 2 Writing to entertain -  

 Re-tell the story “Diary of a 

Wombat”  

 Write descriptions of an 

Australian animal and 

 a polar animal. (Lost and 

found/The Koala who could). 

 Write an alphabet poem about animals 

Writing to inform -  

 Write a set of instruction detailing 

how to 

 look after an animal. (Science link) 

 

 

 



Writing for a purpose 

 
 

                  Year Two 

Autumn 1 Writing to entertain -  

 To write a description 

London burning 

 To perform the 

London's burning 

nursery rhyme. 

 Poems: The Fire Monster – John Foster  

Writing to inform –  

 To write a diary entry for the 

Great Fire of London. 

 To write a letter to Warburtons. 

 To write instructions on how to 

bake bread. 

Autumn 2 Writing to entertain –  

 

 To write their own version 

of Handa's Surprise.  

 To write a riddle about an 

animal. 
 Poems: Selection of animal riddles  

Remember – Dave Ward (Bonfire Night theme) 

Writing to inform –  

 

 To write a party invitation. 

 To write instructions on how to 

make pancakes. 

Spring 1 Writing to entertain –  

 

 transport poems 

 Descriptive piece of 

writing about Mrs 

Armitage’s bike. 

 Story about the journey of a boat. 

Writing to inform –  

 

 Recount – School Trip to the 

Runway visitor park 

 Or if trip not to go ahead - 

Letter to Paul Kenny Olympic cyclist. 

Spring 2 Writing to entertain –  

 

 character descriptions of 

winter king and summer 

queen. 

 meerkat adventure story. 

Writing to inform –  

 

 Writing a postcard linked to the 

meerkat mail story. 

 

Summer 1 Writing to entertain –  

 

 Write the words/story for -

Journey 

 Setting or character 

description. 

Writing to inform –  

 

 Recount of the moon landing 

or Columbus voyage. 

 Write a letter from Space back 

home. 

 Fact file about an explorer. 

Summer 2 Writing to entertain -  

 

 Seaside poetry  

 Setting description of 

the seaside. 

Writing to inform -  

 

 Instruction writing – how to 

make a puppet. 

 Fact file about a sea creature 

(Science link). 

 

 

 

 



Writing for a purpose 

 
 

                  Year Three 

Autumn 1 Writing to 

entertain -  

 Write a 

character 

description 

 Write a story with familiar setting 

based on the Stone Age. 

 Write a poem with rhyme. 

Writing to 

inform - 

 Write 

instructions 

on how 

fossils are formed 

Writing to persuade - 

 Create a poster to 

tell children how to 

get help if they are 

concerned about 

their online safety. 

 

 

Autumn 2 Writing to 

entertain -  

 Write a 

setting 

description 

 Write a story with a cliff-hanger. 

 Write a Haiku poem 

Writing to inform - 

 Write a 

biographical 

account of a 

mountain 

explorer. 

Writing to persuade - 

 Design an advert 

to travel to a 

mountain of their 

choice. 

 

Spring 1 Writing to 

entertain -  

 Write a 

traditional 

tale with a 

twist 

 Listen to poetry about flowers 

and plants. 

Writing to inform - 

 Write a 

newspaper 

article about 

the Enormous 

turnip event. 

Writing to persuade - 

 Write a letter to a 

local garden 

centre to donate 

plants to school. 

 

Spring 2 Writing to 

entertain -  

 Write story 

about a 

giant fruit or 

vegetable. 

 Write a repeating pattern poem 

about plants. 

Writing to inform 

- 

 

Write an 

explanation text 

about the growth of a plant. 

 

Writing to persuade – 

 

Design a poster to 

show how water is 

transported to plants. 

 

Summer 1 Writing to 

entertain -  

 Write a story 

about 

travelling to an amazing location 

Flat Stanley style  

 Write an alphabet poem about 

places around the world 

Writing to inform - 

 

Write a recount of 

a holiday journey. 

 

Writing to persuade – 

 
Write a speech to 

persuade someone to 

visit a place that you 

have been before. 

Summer 2 Writing to 

entertain -  

 Write an 

Egyptian 

myth. 

 To write a question and 

answer poem. 

Writing to inform - 

 

 To write a 

letter in 

response to Museum visit. 

Writing to persuade – 

 

 Design an advert 

to sell my DT 

product. 

 



Writing for a purpose 

 
 

                  Year Four 

Autumn 1 Writing to entertain -  

Narrative of  a Greek 

Myth 

Description of a 

mythical beast.  

Poetry Acrostic 

poem of a                 Greek God or 

Goddess 

Writing to 

inform - 
Recount the 

journey of 

digestion 

Newspaper 

Write about the first Olympic 

games. 

Writing to persuade – 

Persuade 

Letter to be an 

Olympian. 

Autumn 2 Writing to entertain -  

Description of the tin 

Forest. 

Description of setting 

in Iron man. 

Narrative work 

based on the iron man.  

Poetry  

Festive writing on Kevin the carrot. 

Language and vocabulary focus. 

(The night before Christmas link) 

 

Writing to 

inform - 
A biography 

Linked to 

electrical 

wizard.   

Writing to persuade – 

 

Advert for our DT product. 

Possible links to a TV 

advert. 

Spring 1 

 

Spring 2 

Writing to entertain 

-  

Description of a 

river.  

Narrative based on 

river story.  

Poem to perform about rivers. 

Writing to 

inform - 
Explanation of 

the water cycle 

Biography on 

chosen artists. 

 

 

Writing to persuade – 

 

Poster– Persuade people 

to save water 

 

Summer 1 Writing to entertain -  

Narrative of a 

Roman myth. 

Description of a 

Gladiator. 

Description of 

Pompeii.  

Poetry (Entertain) 

 

Writing to inform 

- 
Recount your 

time as a Roman 

Gladiator  

 

Non – chronological report 

about the Romans. 

Writing to persuade – 

 

Poster/Advert – to be a 

Gladiator. 

Summer 2 Writing to entertain -  

Narrative – 

recount survivor 

stories.  

Diary entries of 

survivor 

experiences. 

Description – on 

Volcanic explosions 

Acrostic poem on habitats 

Writing to 

inform - 

Explanation 

how a Volcano 

erupts. 

Newspaper report of 

erupting volcano.  

 

Writing to persuade – 

Letter about 

endangered animals. 

 

 



Writing for a purpose 

 
                  Year Five 

Autumn 1 Write a setting 

description 

based on a 

chosen fictional 

book from our 

famous 5.  

Poetry: Write an acrostic poem 

about a lifecycle. 

Write a 

report 

detailin

g the 

lifecycl

e of an animal (science) 

 

Write a 

speech from 

the point of 

view of an 

animal in The 

Great Kapok Tree.  

 

Autumn 2 Write and perform 

a poem inspired 

by Rang Tan.  

Write a non-

chronological 

 report about 

 a chosen  

rainforest creature. 

 Write a 

letter to 

a 

compa

ny using 

unsustai

nable 

palm oil, to encourage 

them to switch to 

sustainable palm oil. 

Spring 1 

 

 

Write a Beowulf vs 

Jabberwocky story 

chapter.  

Write a free verse 

poem, based on 

riddles written by the Anglo 

Saxons. 

 

 

 

 

Write a 

persuasive 

invitation to 

attend a 

luxurious 

feast.  

 

Spring 2 Write from the 

point of view of a 

fictional 

character.  

 

Poetry: Write an acrostic poem 

about Romulus and Remus. 

Write an 

explanation 

text about 

how to be a 

Roman soldier.  

Write a newspaper 

report about an 

incident. 

Write a 

travel guide 

for Romans 

coming to 

England at 

the time.  

 

Summer 1 Write a diary 

entry from the 

point of view of 

a character.  

Poetry: Write a 

metaphor poem 

about a feeling. 

Write a 

biogra

phy of 

one of 

the 

‘hidden figures’.  

 

Write a 

persuasive 

letter based 

on the story 

of 

Armstrong.  

 

Summer 2 Write a narrative 

story based on a 

toy in space. 

Poetry: Write and 

perform a poem 

about space 

travel.   

 Write a 

persuasive 

advert for a 

meal and 

experience. 

 

Write a 

balanc

ed 

argum

ent to 

discuss 

the 

possibility of Space 

tourism (or – a current 

affair at the time).  



Writing for a purpose 

 
                  Year Six 

Autumn 1 Writing to entertain  

Create a fable, including 

anthropomorphism.  

 

 

Writing to 

inform  

Write a 

biography about 

Charles Darwin. 

 

 

Writing to 

persuade 

Plastic 

pollution: 

Greta 

Thunberg. 

Write a persuasive letter 

about the future of our 

planet.  

 

Autumn 2 Writing to entertain  

Spine poem 

about a Tudor  

monarch  

Writing to inform 

Newspaper reports 

based on the banquet 

from Macbeth. 

 Writing to 

discuss 

Write a 

balanced 

argument 

about Henry VIII  

Spring 1 

 

 

Writing to 

entertain 

War poems &  

setting 

description 

Writing 

to 

inform 

Recount about a war 

experience – soldier 

perspective 

 Writing to 

inform 

Newspaper 

article about 

The Blitz  

Spring 2  Writing to 

inform 

Diary 

entry 

from the 

viewpoint of a child 

evacuee   

Writing to 

persuade  

- Create a 

propaganda 

poster  

- Persuade men to join 

the army  

Writing to 

discuss 

Should 

children be 

evacuated? 

Summer 1 Writing to 

entertain 

Design an animal 

that fits within the 

classification 

system  

Writing to 

inform 

Biography 

about 

Carl 

Linnaeus  

 

 

 

 

Writing to 

persuade 

Why should 

residents live 

in your 

settlement?  

 

 

Summer 2 Writing to entertain 

- Write a letter to 

your younger self 

- Write a letter to 

the next Year 6    

  class 

Writing to 

inform 

Write a letter 

to your new 

Head of Year 

introducing yourself.  

Writing to 

persuade  

Advert for 

the end of 

year 

production  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 


