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COVID-19 Personal Protective Equipment Policy
Aims

Our school aims to:

· Provide and maintain a safe and healthy environment 

· Establish and maintain safe working procedures amongst staff, pupils and all visitors to the school site

· Have robust procedures in place to prevent infection and control. 
· Ensure that the premises and equipment are maintained safely.
Legislation

This guidance is based on advice from Department for Education: Safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including the use of personal protective equipment (PPE)

This guidance applies to staff working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings in England, the children, young people and learners who attend these settings and their parents or carers.

It explains the strategy for infection prevention and control, including the specific circumstances PPE should be used, and thus work safely during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

Effective infection protection and control
Transmission of coronavirus mainly occurs via respiratory droplets generated during breathing, talking, coughing and sneezing. These droplets can directly infect the respiratory tracts of other people if there is close contact. They also infect others indirectly. This happens when the droplets get onto and contaminate surfaces which are then touched and introduced into the mouth or eyes of an uninfected person. Another route of transmission is via aerosols (extremely small droplets), but this is only relevant to medical procedures for a very small number of children in education and social care settings.
In all education, childcare and children’s social care settings, preventing the spread of coronavirus involves preventing:

· direct transmission, for instance, when in close contact with those sneezing and coughing

· indirect transmission, for instance, touching contaminated surfaces

A range of approaches and actions should be employed. These can be seen as a hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, creates an inherently safer system where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced. These include:
Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell
If you have, or are showing symptoms of, coronavirus (a new continuous cough, or fever, or a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)), or have someone in your household who is, you should not be in a childcare setting, school or college. You should be at home, in line with the guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection.
When working with children in residential schools and homes, you should follow the guidance on isolation for residential educational settings.

Clean your hands often
Clean your hands more often than usual, particularly after arriving at your setting, touching your face, blowing your nose, sneezing or coughing, before and after break duties and before eating or handling food.

To clean your hands you should wash your hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly, or use alcohol hand rub/sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered.

Respiratory hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it)
Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose. Cover your mouth and nose with disposable tissues when you cough or sneeze. If one is not available, sneeze into the crook of your elbow, not into your hand. Dispose of tissues into a disposable rubbish bag and immediately clean your hands with soap and water or use a hand sanitiser.
Clean surfaces that are touched frequently
To prevent the indirect spread of the virus from person to person, regularly clean frequently-touched surfaces, such as:

·  door handles
·  taps
·  handrails

·  table tops

·  play equipment

·  toys

·  Electronic devices such as IPads, Laptops and tablets. 
Minimise contact and mixing

· Children will be in no more than 15 pupils per group.

· Group will not mix during lesson time, break times or lunches.

· Lunches in classroom/ y1 provision area.

· Designated toilets per group.

· Social distancing during break times. 

Personal protective equipment (PPE)

The government has advised that the majority of staff in education, childcare and children’s social care settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain distance of 2 metres from others.

PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases:

· Children, young people and learners whose care routinely already involves the use of PPE due to their intimate care needs should continue to receive their care in the same way

· PPE should be worn if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained from any child, young person or other learner displaying coronavirus symptoms
· Please see the appendix- the Public health England guidance on donning and doffing PPE equipment. 
Schools PPE protocols. 
· Hand gel dispensers inside of all classrooms 
· Extra soap dispensers and re-fills in each classroom
· Cleaning Pack in each class base, maintained by the class teacher – the pack includes antibacterial wipes, spray and disposable cloths. Main supplies for Cleaning Packs will be held in the school office. 
· Make use of sinks outside classrooms for additional hand washing 
· Children hand wash or hand gel on entry to school, before break, after break, before lunch, after lunch, leaving school, using the toilet and any time they cough or sneeze
· Washing hands posters replaced in all washing areas 
· Reminders how to wash hands properly – videos and posters 
· Procedure agreed for children to wash hands so thorough hand washing
· Each class base will have its own First Aid pack, maintained by the class teacher. Main supplies will be held in the school office.
· Each class base will have a PPE pack, maintained by the class teacher. The PPE pack will include, aprons, gloves, shield, and fabric face masks. Main supplies will be held in the school office.
· PPE face coverings that staff or children are wearing must be removed by the wearer (outside) and placed into a plastic bag that the wearer has brought with them, in order to take it home. The wearer must then clean their hands.
· To dispose of waste from people with symptoms of coronavirus, such as disposable cleaning cloths, tissues and PPE: put it in a plastic rubbish bag and tie it when full, place the plastic bag in a second bin bag and tie it, put it in a suitable and secure place (switch room) marked for storage for 72 hours.  Staff must then immediately wash their hands.
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Guide to donning and doffing standard
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

for health and social care settings

Donning or putting on PPE
Before putting on the PPE, perform hand hygiene. Ibellwhnn-dmhugelumplrﬂ-ﬂu
Make sure you are hydrated and are not wearing any jewellery, bracelets, watches or stoned rings.
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Surgical masks are single session use, gloves and apron should be changed between patients.
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Please refer to the PHE standard PPE video in the COVID-19 guidance collection:
‘www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-non-aerosol-generating-procedures

If you require the PPE for aerosol generating procedures (AGPs) please visit:
www.gov.uk/govermment/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-aerosol-generating-procedures
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