
Year 5: Earth and Space Knowledge Mat 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge 

about Earth and space 
orbit An orbit is a repeating path that one 

celestial body takes around another. 
 One million Earths could fit inside 

the sun – and the sun is 

considered an average-sized star. 
solar system The solar system is made of the eight 

planets that orbit our sun; it is also 

made of asteroids, moons, comets 

and lots more.  An asteroid about the size of a 

car enters Earth’s atmosphere 

roughly once a year – but it burns 

up before it reaches us. 

astronomical Astronomy is the study of outer space, 

focusing on celestial bodies such as 

stars, comets, planets and galaxies. 

planet There are 8 planets in our solar system, 

they are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. 

 The sunset on Mars appears blue. 

rotation Rotation is when a shape is turned 

around a fixed point. 
 Earth is the third planet from the 

sun and the only world known to 

support an atmosphere with free 

oxygen, oceans of liquid water on 

the surface, and life. 

spherical Something spherical is like a sphere in 

being round, or more or less round, in 

three dimensions. 

Important facts to know by the 

end of the Earth and space topic: 

crescent 

moon 

It is a slither of the moon that is lit up 

and can be seen. It is less than half 

the moon. 

• Know about and explain the 
movement of the Earth and other 

planets relative to the Sun. 
• Know about and explain the 

movement of the Moon relative 
to the Earth. 

• Know and demonstrate how night 
and day are created. 

• Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon 
(using the term spherical). 

• Know information about the 
planets. 

• Neil Armstrong was the first man 
to step on the moon. 

 There is no atmosphere in space, 

which means that sound has no 

medium or way to travel to be 

heard. 
gibbous 
moon 

The best way to describe a gibbous 

moon is that the moon is three-

quarters lit up.  Venus is the hottest planet in the 

solar system and has an average 

surface temperature of around 

450° C. 
eclipse An eclipse occurs when an 

astronomical object is temporarily 

obscured. A lunar eclipse is when the 

Earth moves between the Sun and the 

Moon, therefore blocking the Sun's 

rays from striking the Moon. 

 The sheer size of space makes it 

impossible to accurately predict 

just how many stars exist. 

lunar Is anything related to the moon. 



North America KS2 Knowledge Mat 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books 

A buck A nickname for the American dollar. 

Cherokee A member of an American indigenous 

people formerly inhabiting much of the 

southern US. 

American 
state 

The U.S. is a country of 50 states covering 

a vast swathe of North America. 

national park An area of countryside, or occasionally 

sea or fresh water, protected by the 

state for the enjoyment of the general 

public or the preservation of wildlife. 

Sticky Knowledge about  

North America 

The ‘big 
apple’ 

This is the nickname associated with New 

York City (NYC). The nickname became 

common from the 1920s. 

 There are 23 countries in North America, with 

Canada being the biggest. 
10 biggest North 
American countries 

coyotes Coyotes were a purely North American 

animal that lived in the West. They are 

small wolf-like creatures. 

 Mexico City is the largest city with more than 9 

million people living there. 
• Canada 

• USA 

• Mexico 

• Nicaragua 

• Honduras 

• Cuba 

• Guatemala 

• Panama 

• Cost Rica 

• Dominican Republic 

Statue of 
Liberty 

The Statue of Liberty is a colossal 

neoclassical sculpture on Liberty Island in 

New York Harbour in New York City. 

 Before the Europeans arrived, the indigenous 

and native Americans lived in the continent. 

Today, only about 2% of US Americans consider 

themselves as descendants from native 

Americans. 

Chichén Itzá Chichén Itzá is a complex of Mayan ruins 

in Mexico. It is a massive step pyramid. 

 Greenland is the not only the biggest island in 

North America but also in the world. 

A cold 
shoulder 

An American metaphor for deliberately 

ignoring someone. 

 The Missouri River is the longest in North America 

and flows through seven US states. Denali is the 

highest mountain in North America. 

lighten up To relax and not to take things too 

seriously. 

 Lake Superior, which borders Canada and the 

US, is the third largest lake in the world and the 

largest North American lake. 


