
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Interesting Books Sticky Knowledge 
about pirates.  pirate A pirate is a criminal who attacks ships at 

sea. 
 
  

 
navigate 
 

 
Plan and direct the route of a ship or 
other forms of transportation.  

 Piracy began more than 2000 
years ago in Ancient Greece. 

 Pirates flew distinctive flags the 
most famous was the Jolly 
roger. 

 Pirates believed that whistling 
on a ship would turn the 
weather stormy. 

 One of the most famous pirates 
is called Blackbeard.  

 Pirates were good navigators.  

 If a pirate broke the rules they 
were ‘marooned’ - left on an 
island all by themselves! 

 Pirates used circle of paper was 
cut out and covered in black 
ink. The circle was sent to 
someone the pirates didn’t like. 
It was a warning sent to scare 
them!  

 Pirates did not make enemies 
walk the plank, although there 
is many stories about this it is 
myth.  

 

compass 
 

A compass is a tool used for finding 
direction. It uses a magnetic needle.     
 

main mast A long pole that rises from the deck of a 
ship, it supports the yards, booms and 
rigging.   

sail A large piece of fabric used on a ship 
which is used to propel a sailing vessel.  

What you need to know at the end of the topic: 

rigging The system of ropes, wires and chains 
that are used for attaching sails to the 
mast in order to catch wind and increase 
sailing speed. 

 
 Who were pirates?  
 What did a pirate do in their day to day 

lives? 
 Who was Blackbeard? 
 What are the different parts of a pirate 

ship? 
 What jobs were available on a pirate 

ship? 
 How did pirates navigate their boats 

around the sea?  

deck A floor of a boat or ship.   

Jolly roger A traditional English name for the flags 
flown to identify a pirate ship about to 
attack.   

past Gone by in time and no longer existing.   

long ago Relating to a time in the distant past. 


